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Bruce \/\/rote ]t

Happg New Year to all ourmcamily and friends! T he past

year seemed tojust 1C|9 by. ]t was a busg 3carmcor us, one filled

with an unusual number of triPs and outings.

]n March, Eilccn and I took a weekend get-away triP to

chington, \/A Wc stayccl ata |ovc15 bed and breakfast inn.
I ven though it rained all weekend, we erjogecl visiting historic

sites, (_ocoa Ml” Clﬁocolatcs \/Mu and attcnding an

evenmg woodwind concert at the local arts center.

] Ma£j we got a bit c{armg

and took the boys ona

By
......

canoe triP on the
Shenandoah River.
Bccausc of the drought, the
water was Prett3 low and
because there were four of
us we had to use a raft

instead of a canoe. DCSPItC

an occasional snag, the trlP

/%e‘ was FC]CFCSI"HHg and Fun

]n Junc, cousin Chasc from | exas visited for a memorable

week with the bogs. We Plaged a little mini gol]c, attended
Orbital’s annual Familg Picnic, and gcnera”g had a pretty
good time. At the end of the month, Bruce and Andrew
drove to Marietta, O}, to sPend aweckend ce|ebrating
Dave \/ogel’s 50th birthclay. Dave is Bruce’s half brother,
now a retired (].5. Navy caPtain.

During the summer, we took-in a few concerts at \/\/ohC Trap,
including Yo Yo Ma, Natalie Cole, and the (Cranberries.

]n Ju|9, we all headed to northwestern \/irginia to visit the

Route 11 potato chip Factorg. ]t was quitc an cxPcricncc, and
we got to taste fresh homemadc~st9|e potato chips. Theg
were so good, we broug[ﬁt home a few Poun&s. We sPent the
day roaming around the countrysidc via Route 11 and
stoPPed ata Popular creamery forlunch. T he kids also saw
their first covered Eridge.

]n August, we took the David to New Yor‘( to attend the

wec]ding of Katl’lg Kane and Ralplﬁ Fesant. Tl’le ceremony

took P|acc at C\W. Fost Chapcﬂ in Jericho, NY, which is
where Fileen and | were married in 1983. Qur first Prioritg
upon arrival was to take the Statcn ]5|and I:crry to

Manlﬁat’can to see Grounc] Zero. lt was an awesome sig}'\t
that brought tears to our eyes. On
our way back to Staten ]s|and on
the Ferry, we got an emergency call
from home; Rachel’s Fee&ing tube
had PoPPcd out. We were never so
glad to have cell Phones and were
able to manage the situation
remotely. That same dag, we visited
Fileen’s aunt | eila and spent an
evening “on the town” in Manhattan

with her cousin Andrew. New York

is a nice Place to visit, but...

]n early August, | received notice

that my contract at Orbital would be coming to an end }35 the
end of the month. As that day approached, the contract was
extended until the end of SePtember. | Frantica”g scarched
for work for two solid months, but found notlﬁing inthe DC
area. Orbital’s | aunch Systems Group had won a big
contract and had P|ent3 of work in the Fl’loenix area
(Chandler, AZ). We hadjust learned that Rachel urgcntlg
needed back surgery, and had a|reac{9 scheduled it for
October. With this Pcnding, | didnt think going to work for
three months in AZ was Possible. but we soon learned we
might be able to stop the Progrcssion of Kachcl’s scoliosis bg
having her fitted for an abdominal brace. \We were interested
in this anyway since we dorm’tlike to suhject herto surgery
hastilg or urmccessari|3 On the assumption this was a viable
oP’clon ] started work at Orbltal n Chanc”er on October 6. ]
watched in horror from my :
hotel room as a sniper
targctcd innocent Pcoplc
and my Fami|3 and friends
were put in harm’s way. |
remained in Arizona until
December 20, returning
home on13 once during
that time (for

T hanksgiving).

Sincc the kids had a 4-

dag weekend in
November, [T ileen and
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the bogs decided to take a mini vacation to see Avrizona (oh
3eah, and Dac] ’coo). ]t was a big shock for them to leave
greczing \/irginia and only hours later arrive in Phoenix where
the temperature was still in the 80’s c]uring the c]ag. Because
the Girand Canyon was over 4 hours away, we decided to
take a cla3 triP to Sedona and booked the Broken Arrow
Fink JCCP Tour. Tlﬂis is a 4-wheel drive guided tour of some
of the more ruggccl terrain around Sedona, a town known for
its interesting and beautiful red rock formations. \We also
visited the Phoenix botanical gardcns and South Mountain
Park, which offers a nice view of the entire (Greater Phoenix
area. Oince | had to work that Monday, [ ileen took the }3095
to the Ceretta canc]g Factorg in (Glendale (did you notice yet
how Fileen is attracted to candy?).

Eilcen is in her second year as FPTA co~Prcsidcnt at

Sunrise \/a”eg E_lementarg School. She’s still wor‘(ing for
NCA coordinating workshops, etc. and is in her 9% yearas a
counselor with [F urAufair. Shor’cly after we got a new sofa
in our]camilg room and rearrangec{ the furniture, she cauglﬁt
her toe on a chair, broke and dislocated it (her toe, not the
chair). After 3ani<ing and bending the toe for nearly three
hours, the orthopcclist decided she would need surgery (gec
thanks for that expert Prognosis!). OF course, this didn’t stop
Supermom... but it did slow her down a bit for a few months.

David is now a freshman at Tlﬂomas chcrson Hig]ﬂ

School and |oving it.
His grac{cs are
excellent and he
continues to pursue
his math interest. [ Je is
trying to fita Position
on the crew team into
his schedule, but it’s
tight. David continues
to Plag violin in the
advanced orchestra,

aPParcnﬂy Purclg out

of love for it. While still
in middle school, he

received several achievement awards for his solo

Pcr‘Formanccs and musicianslﬁip. His favorite form of exercise

is Dance-Dance Revolution... }'163, it's all tecl’mique.

Andrew is now in 4~th gra&e, still at SVE.S. He started
Piaying violin this year, Fo”owing in his brother's Foots’ccps.

[He seems to have become obsessed with the latest online
fad, “neopets” (Fads seem to be a trend with him). Andrew
continues to attend [Jebrew school at Bcth [ methandis

doing very well with his reac]ing.

Wit]"l the two cxccPtions

noted ear|ier, Kaclﬁel had a
gooc] year in the health

dcpar’cmcnt. | mentioned
the vagabond G~tube and

back brace earlier. She’s
been wearing the brace
during the c{ag sincejus’c
before Thanksgiving.
5}16’5 now up to about 11
hours a day, the goal being
16 hours. She’ll eventua”g
have to wear it to bed to achieve this. (/Htimatclg, shell need
surgery to fuse ncar|3 her entire sPinc. We are not anxious to
subject her to this, and the or’chopedist is “comfortable” with
waiting a while since the brace seems to have puta halt to the

Progression of the scoliosis.

OF course, much of what

we did this year was made
PossiHe bg our wonderful
au pair, Wilhemina
Mosupge, from Sou’ch
Africa. Wi”g has been
ex’cremelg he|P1Cul and
unc]erstanc{fng whenever
we had P|ans or sudden
clﬁanges in them. We will

miss her clcarlg when she

leaves us in late Januarg.

We hope this message finds you all healtlﬁg and happg, both

now and into the coming year. As we all wait Powcrlcss but
with a hoPe for peace in the Middle [ ast, let’s l(eeP in mind

our American sPirit and never abandon our dreams.

Happg New Year!
The Schcrzingers
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